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Overview:  AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is an internationally recognized program designed to prepare students for success in colleges and universities.  AVID students enroll in rigorous college preparatory classes and in an AVID elective class.

The AVID curriculum focuses on developing the academic skills necessary for success in middle school and beyond.  These skills include reading, writing, critical thinking, communication, teamwork, and organization.  The Sunnyvale Middle School AVID program offers college preparatory activities, skill development, career building, personal mentoring, and group tutoring. 

Class Expectations:  Respect, responsibility, and right choices are the expectations of all Spartans.  AVID students are expected to model these behaviors for all students across the entire campus all day, every day.
Student Agenda:  All students are expected to follow the school guidelines in the student agenda.  Students are also expected to fill-in their homework assignments for all classes every day.  If no homework is assigned that day, “none” should be written in the space provided for that class.  Parents are encouraged to use the agenda to stay informed about what their student is doing in his/her classes.  

Recommended Supplies:  







3-ring binder with dividers for each subject


colored pencils


2 pens (blue or black ink)




small pencil sharpener


2 or more pencils with erasers



metric ruler


a good supply of binder paper



highlighters
Assignments:  Class assignments will include writing, reading, tutorials, organization checks, Cornell notes, research, collaborative team builders, teacher contacts, and projects.

Homework:  Homework will include mainly tutorial request forms and Cornell Notes. Additional homework may be assigned as needed.
Make-Up Work:  Please refer to the school guidelines in the student agenda.  

No make-up work is allowed if an absence is not cleared.

Grading:  All content standard grades will be reported by the strands Content Knowledge, Application, and Informational Literacy. “Upgrades” are available on all work graded for academic achievement in content standards. To earn an “upgrade”, students may correct work or retake assessments, depending on the assignment.  Students will be given credit for the higher grade.  “Upgrades” may be completed during lunch.

Students will also receive Life Long Learning grades for Completion, Respect and Participation. Homework and practice work will be reflected in the Life Long Learning Completion grade.

General Procedures:

What to do when you enter the room:  Enter the room quietly and find your assigned seat.  Please write your homework down in your agenda.
Sharpening Pencils:  Please sharpen your pencils prior to the beginning of class.  You should have a back-up pencil if yours breaks during class.
Bathroom Use: Students are expected to use the restroom before coming to class.  However, if you need to use the restroom during class, you need to sign out and take the bathroom pass with you.    
Words of Advice:
· Keep Up!!  Don’t get behind in your work.  Once you are behind, it is very difficult to catch up.
· Come to class.  Avoid unnecessary absences that may increase your chances of falling behind.
· Ask questions.  Always ask questions when you don’t understand something.  There is no such thing as a stupid question.  If you are confused, chances are, someone else is too.
· SLANT IT! 
· Organization! Organization! Organization!  
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